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To the CONGREGATIOI*^ of 

Proteftant Diflenters 

A T 

1 S LINGVO N. 

DEAR FRIENDS, 

MY earlieft Endeavours 
of this publick Na- 
ture were made a- 
mong you j and the Regard 
you profefe me, as well as 
continuing to engage me in 
your Services, feem fome fa- 
vourable Symptoms, that (by 
a Divine Bleffing) your Ad- 
vantage, as well as Accep- 
tance, has been attained. 

To 



Ihftrumental in introdiicirig a 
Method of wprfhippine ' God 
accordiqg to tjke ' DitSaties c pf 
your Confciences, mult be a 
plieafurable Refle(9:ion to fuGh 
2Xk Inftrument ; let fiicli men. 
as We been eippioy'4"in^ 
Manner, refle<& witK ^far 
fiire f -iirand fcMiie Kttle ' sBare 
of .|L^t Iqaft t)e mine ! ^ ^ , = r^ 
TKat God has fo %y6urecjF. 
yc^¥ Begin^uigs maylbe ypuc 
W6nd<^, and fcould 1?e pi? 
Praife; may your Procedures 
be equally, <^r more favour- 
ed, and all proportional Praife 
paid where it is due ! 

The 



DEDICATION. 

The following Sermon was 
firft delivered aiidong you. and 
at tjie Requeft or lome. 9^ 
you, now publifhed : It is the 
nrft Attempt the Author riais 
niade of ttiis'kiiiclj.anS tniipws/ 
itfelf into your Hands to, ht, 
peijufed with the Candour wiffi' 
wniqh It was heard. j . 

tn gathering, fettling,' m- 
creafing, as a Part of the real 
Church of God, « the BlpflT. 
** ing of the Lord be upon 
" you y be blefled. in the 
"Name of the Lord.** 

PAREWEiLL. 
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Psalm cxjox. S. 

If either do they which go fy fay^ ^tht 
Blejpng of the Lord he upon you\ 
we hlefs you in the Name of the 
Lord. 



BY J/Milm the firft, and Zim in tiif 
the fixth Verfe of this Pfalm, we 
may underftand the then af^iarait 
Churchy or (which always was attd 
will be the fame thing) People of God $ a 
Church whofe Charai^ was like that of 
which we prc^eCs to be Memb^^, throughly 
Fk'oteftaot. Againft Idolatries^ Saperftitions and 
other Wickedne^ of Heart and Life, through 
all their Articles of Dodrine, and Scenes of 
Condud, did they.moft confeientioufly and 
heartily proteft. Now, if a Purity, a Divi- 
nity of Principle, and a conieqqent Piety of 
Life^ diftindly conftituted a Church of God 
of old, can there be any reafonaUe Pretea* 

B fions 
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fiops;to a Church of^ OcA hbw, whcit ffiefe 
plain Strokes of ChSfafter are'.wanttpg ? aria 
where they appear, (tiQt' to fety tlie dnVy) 
dgn^t they at leaft detiidhftrate: the vifibl^ 
Church, Whether therdbW' the'C^clt tf 
ilome be not moft tjlirciaroriifcl^ % Her' Prii^ 
tenfigns to thefe Marks, let rtiriBirtialitj^ dtl 
termine,; and that the Church 'ft^iirteftant h^'s 
tidt a better^ Claim^ let the 'SdJ* of RcMe 
niakc out if they carl. "r — *^ 

, JMay^ in this very Pfalm the Churdh'^fe 
ibpjpofed to have beeti 'diffrcflld V^ 
mies and Ferfecution ; <Clrcai?ttftahcqs' Svbicili 
Jjir tlie World knoivs: ate offeiicrihe Eotydf 
the Proteftant than of the Hifihitp CfaujCc*;^: 
^' But who are they that hate ihe^lfKpjrcft^? 
'^hyfuchas feel a Wiflj, or ?af out art . E^n- 
;^wvout- againft her. Too eafily then Ckh we 
<ileterinine the Proteftant tb bdth^" hated 
Xlhurch ; and good Fortune, Btrt viry hard 
^pvk will the Church of Rom^ hav6, tb 
/got dear of the Hatred with "^hieh flie 
'-ftaiids charged. The Crueltjr of her Haiid 
"is Ihe moft p6Werif6l Argument* of the Imh^ 
^tfer^y oHier Heart ; wfe have fSIf the Reality 
of the one, ahd iftore than gtiefs the Rtahty 
of the. otlier. r-The pre^^ %!baJfon fe no 
other^ than her Hand lifted againftj or ftrctch'd 
-over:' the Prpteftant Chdrch m thefe King- 
doms ; what Blow may be ghren, God knows, 
hut diis is undoubted—— She will make it 
^ fftll as cruelly heavy as (he can* 
Jv Having 



.; .Maying .thii? jfubftituted o;her Words fof 
1/rael ^n^JZioff^^wQ can deccrmine a MeariS^ 
ing.tp l;|;^c vlfible Church gf God in Britairi^^ 
iTiiys\f\^wi/\X^\\^dQ nil. true Proteflants^ ^qr 
profe^^, Cbriftians of that Cliaradterj ^n^ 
hjqr^Eqpnoa^ >e. can as xjetermjnately agrir 
to^b^ ;aU tbpf? .that inwardly wiQi, or^pulfe- 
rWirdby; Ja$ojiC;.her Difad vantage or^ Rtiia^: 
jici real Epgnyes therefore, open or coveVf, 
are all that fcheme, lead^ funoent, or abctt tiic 
^ebeUm-^^i \ht NoPth. " -"^ i^^^- ^iW 
. Tfie-Churcilx then that; we have dcfcnbed^ 
Icti Jber recoUedt her paft Affli<ftions — - her 
,pa4peliyirancp5T-- and to tBc Notpi wfiich 
ifrsel fet to this divine Song, let her ring; it 
cQut from ihc Tongues of all her MeroTCrs. 
*V rMany aTime have they afflidlcd mefrpm a^y 
..%l Youtli^maay aTime have they aiBiScd me 
. V, fron> my youth j yet they have ftpt prevailed 
^V.agaioftjn^ The Plovvers plowed upqn 
(* my ^acfc ; they made long their Furroyvi. 
,5f The Lord .is righteous ; he hath cut afun- 
> der Ihc Cords of the Wicked/* And if 
the reft of this Pfalmr vvill bear to run in a 
futur? Teoii^^ it may be fung through by the 
Church^V^Sr gne of the Triumphs of Faitk 
They iball aU be confounded^ and turped 
back, th^t h^XQ Ziorij, . They (hall be rs 
,",:Grafs upon the Houle-tops^ which withci- 
** eth aferc it groweth up ; wherewith the 
*V jMowcr filleth not his. Hand; nor he that 
" bindeth Sheaves,. bis Bofom. Neither Vo 
'•.vthcy which go by fay, The Bfeffing of the 
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*' Lord be upon you ; nve blefi •fooimti'ibc 
■« Name of the Lord." But if tliefe fnr 
laft Verfes of the Pfalm be aUoiir*d taJbai 
in the Form of a Prayer, weieam^fidn 
them thefe two Things .,..!j:j.fl 



Jj:.- 



L That we muft by no Means wifh «t Ipny 
for Succeis to the Enemies of dMCfandl. 
But, :-'yd 

II. By all Means moil acdendy wiih andipia^ 

againftit. 

L We muft by no Means viHtk^ or pdjf 
for their Succfft. H 

It is hard to determine how long it In 
been the Cuflom to pa& benediaory^SahMih, 
tions upon one another ; fuch as ^' The Ixcd 
'* blefs — profper — be with you, &c. It^ 
been ufed.by dying to furvivmg Friends^ •^ 
by Friends at meeting— at parting— and^Trlidd 
entering upon Schemes, or Performances of 
Life ; and when done with any Devotioo, 
Sincerity, or Meaning, we may hope it meets 
with divine Acceptance, and therefore we b^ 
flow upon it no human Cenftsres : It is ma- 
king an Acknowledgment of the Providenob 
or Grace of God prefiding over, iind influx 
encing to their Ifliie all human Afiaiis ; and 
never with more Propriety can it be nfed« 
than before an intended Battle.- The Pre- 
sence of God can never be more wanted, 

can 
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xttii nowr .te better kitolMd. Th<?'Tiibo6a 
we b»ifeiccii:{a(Iing^of lat»^ fdr tMe^'^^^rtn, 
as none tbf <iiicoQld do mord, >i^ba^£Diiy^43 
ieb: thaa attend them^ w4th' ^' T^ @od idf 
'' Battles, — The Lord of Mbto g6 ¥^ 
" you ,'' or in the Language of this Pfalm^ 
/?!:^faB MsffmgM the Lord be upS^Jbilj 
**-w4:blflfe you iiMbe^l*iimeof the £dlA" 

But dill upon this Argument can nivik be 
juftified a thoufand ** God blefs me's— Lord 
f* be inehifujloto 1tte% ^^Z' EipttiBdAs 
which, tho* pronounced without tti^aiiing, 
cannot be done without Impiety. At beft 
iiicli \£aqireffi0a8 > <;an fetch hliothki^ ,^m 
Heaven, as they carry nothiq|| thitheif^:th^ 
^af^ in every Senie vain, dftd cadAftf^toentiy e^ery 
w«^ rVioUdve of a divine Cbrhnriand/^ Tfifcre 
isrobthir^ in any Attribute, in any NaAeiftf 
XSod, but wiiat it facred ; aiiKi it is st P^fti•- 
tutiobof k» t&u& it in any but^ (btac Weired 
-dMOBrm^ .JPma&ne then id it to itivoke Gad 
in a:,trifling) ori meaolefs N&nner ? How ilill 
morr fiitoiBVokehim in' a bad Claufe ? whidi 
iwift tseibeiCaie, if in God's Name v^ widi 
^dy^^ucotfitathe Church's Enemies. 

N»w>hcEfiatmi<s4re^her covert andhy- 
poctiidcalj trf^open Md ivcK^ and the one 
aaina^ltyi iaqd ^ilfillfpLfe the other y the one 
.gfinerailjiiiiini^)^ 4fi febemirig, and the o- 
^ifatc in^ efeieciMiii^I-''' W'ben Men openly ap- 
^pi^rkDefiadfte^ the Imerells a^ Friends 
ofi(&ei]gsQO,^ 'da geaeially wlien they thitk 

:-y them- 
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thwpfc^veft pw^ fare of.S«cqB^^og^jdi^^ 

get.alt ipto a a^t'e . of jPr«ara;iflivj ihCi^^jr^ft 
to jdrcifs for the She^^ ao4 fef»tlifr jq^j^c^jii^j^ 

Saw b^? ^^^ QiW¥n&/ i^AV^flfi^ ^94i 
Pcfigu^.a ncighbqurii3g J^^iqpr pcrjiapi; q?^. 
QUt4a this or any oth« l^jtic?! ^pon.^5«|}^ 
jatjad^pochaps^^i^ iK;it outdone by-^epn^^W 

$<£i^c$ of the French ftiquld % 4e^ .^ 
Qell, whiCQ there is fttcb^ /free -;Communica«i 
tion betwixt the twQ -^ept^ns; ScbemeS|. 
which when they have )3qBn<^^ 
W^^ldiias rather wondei:oi,to wh^c^ of t^ 
t\irpit.hasbcen indebted for tbeo); -^f; r rijEj 
: Well! perhaps PoT^s^M^idi 1^^ 
xhcP(nv€r wejuft now mentioned, may havft 
been concerned together in forno^Qg a Sche^fV^ 
that now more than b^ins to dii(i;^er^^$^^^ 
and for the Accompliihment of which ^ayoung 
pretended Prince now appears at the Head of Oit 
confiderable Multitude in S^^/Az;?^ I praythcnsjf^ 
fore, for Succefs we ravft not, eijtfaer td' tira 
Aftor in this Tragedy, or to any of tha 
prompters behind the Scenes^ ;.«; 
; *Tis to be feared there are in ^ this Nation 
who wiih the ^xtknt Rebellion too well j they^ 
don't care to be open,. andaOive^ and immet: 
diate Inftruments in the. Diftrefies Offgoo4 
Men, and the Rqin of die Pr^t^bmt- Rel>* 
gion 3 and yet while their Hands are difen- 
2 y. " ^. gaged. 



gaged; ^clr Hearts are as ^nn and viffir 

reus m the Affair as poffiblc : They arc caa- 

tioiis -bf beiflg Agents themfclves, but they 

wifh Wfcll tdthote that arc fo; feci a fccret 

arid pdwerful Ardour that they might pro* 

fper, 'ftnd't)erhaps venture to beg of God ^ixy^^ 

msrf do' lb. Now at the fame time as this hf 

kiibfotts, ^s Gowardice, Contradidlioh, and 

a ^^ of a bad Caiife ; Cowardice, to keep 

difen^ged where I wifli all poffiblc Help f 

Gontradidfon, to beg of God to appear where 

I dare nof ^ and my very Pear of engaging la 

it, betra(ys a Sehfe of its Badneis. 

' fiut as 'da the Heart God looks at In Reli- 

gk)n, 'tis that he regards in Irreligion too ; 

and ever fo'fecredy engaged againft God now» 

Time will come when God will engage againft 

us openly. Now fuch Petitions as diefe, 

whether meiely mental, or thrown out into 

Speech, they^carry the fame Meaning to God ; 

and wheAer anfwcred or not, the Petitioners 

are nevertbeleis guilty, but indeed equally fo 

with the very Aftors for whom they pray. 

For, I. 'Tis afking God to engage againft 

himfelf. God is fo kind as to put himfelf ia 

his People's Place ; their Caufe is his Caufe ; 

their Friends *and their Enemies are his; and 

is every Favour done them he efteems as his 

own, fo every How made at them, reaches 

the very Apple of his Eye ♦. To invoke 

the Almighty therefore to be thdrs, is to in* 

yoke 
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voke him to be his own Enemy«~*Shocldng 
Impety ! Nay, 

zdJy^ If we are good Men, 'tis im{doring 
God to be our Enemy too. What ! (hall we 
lift one Prayer, or feel one Wiflh^ that the 
Endeavours of the Enemies to good Men majf 
iucceed ? Is not this wishing and praying a- 
gainft ourfelves } What ! wifh to fee the B- 
nemies of the Church triumphant ? 'Tia ta 
wi{h all its Members, and ourfelves too, thdr' 
Vidims. Afking God to be a Party fb^ 
them, is afking him to be a Party agaimt ua. 
Now to do this, is in the 

Flrft Place, doing all in our own Power on 
the wrong Side ; 'tis giving tlie Enemy ov 
very Hearts; and what more can we do fir 
them than to commit them to Heaven, and 
wifli them Succe& from thence I 

adfy, 'Tis endeavouring to gain the ttt* 
moft that God can do for them too ; to gfet 
Omnipotence on their Side, which is to get 
them infinitely ailifted^ 

Weil ! to the attempting, the daring Re^ 
bels that we hear of, who dare by or caa^ 
ccivcone"Godfpcedr 

Such as dare, are Partakers with diem in 
their prefent Guilt, and deferve to (hare with 
them in future Punifhment : But as there 
may be fbme who fecretly wi(h them wdl, 
who are not at prefint among the madding 
Multitude, there may be others a little diffe- 
rent from thcfe in Temper and Charadler ; 

fuch 
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fuch as are a little afraid of their Sticcefies^ 
and yet no very great Friends to the Froto, 
flant Religion neither. There are who would 
be glad enough to wrcfty^cr^i/ Liberties from 
others,, and^yet are not over-fond of paning 
with^ civil ones themfelves. To think the 
youD% Pretender and his Party (hould pio- 
fper, and carry their Pointy might almolt fee 
them atreoibling; and 'cis after a Struggle 
with tbemiclve^^ and at laft, with a kind of 
Violence to Nature, tho' not to their unnatu- 
ral Principles^ if they are brought to wi(h: 
them Profperity. 

Let all Periecutors think of this. Their's 
is a Caufe that God cannot wi{h well to, or 
lend any band in % no good Men can a(k him 
to .do it % there's nothing (acred that can have 
any Concern in it i every thing good trembles 
from it ; in ihort, there can oe nothing but 
the Devil, or deviUfli Men, that can pray, or 
fmile to fee them fucceed. — Let Men of pre* 
fent Rebellim think of this. For the Succefs 
of their Enga^ments who can they fuppofe 
wiU ever wifh or pray ? Not one good Man 
in Britain ; no, nor all bad ones neither ; but 
however the Prayers of the Wicked they are 
welcome to, for they are ah Abomination to 
God *f . Let this then inlpirit us all in the 

f Prcv. aqwiii. 9. 

C prefcnt 



( " ) 

prefent Junfture. " The Bleiikjg of the 
^^^ Lord be upon them," we cannm, vs/t'ckrc 
ftdtfay; ftnd fuppofe it be faid at jF^rf«<^, -lit 
Rid^y or amy where clfe, it ^H lUife kit fib 
better than wafted Breath. The'Pfdyeb'te^ 
deed -^f the Righteous, were'they life^^te 
HkAveti againft us^ wc might well Att^^^ti^y 
Ibr- they avail much *; but gdod or righfcdfts 
Mai^thfere can be none at France^ utRdnUfi 
ixi ScOtlmdy or even in Britain ^ that witha|iy 
rational Hope of an Anfwer can lift onefiSrdf 
Prayer to Heaven. ■ 

il; We muft ardently wifli, and pray^ aM^ 
gainft the Church's Enemies. And the' lew 
veral Heads under which to range bur Vt^ 
tioins, we may coUedl from this very Pfkltit^.^ 

i/. We muft pray that God would pWSi 
vent their defired and intended AccdmpIiCh^ 
ments. 'Tis with admirable Aptitude atid 
Beauty they are compared to Flowers. NdW^, 
^ jfty The Plow wounds, cleaves, tears, ^Hd 
rends up the Earth ; and to torment, to ih*- 
Aid:, is the proper Charafter of Pterfecutors. r- 

What Inftrumehts but th^ have ofnploy'ti 
in this Way? which, like, the Share to the 
Earth, have rack'd and torn' the Church of 
God? The Church, which has been like 
the paffive Ground before and beneath them« 

* James ▼. t6. 
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2dfyi ^tbc Plow, by conftant Exorife, wilt 
diflieaFten aod wetf out the Ground. iSq 
wou]d J^i^rfoputers treat ChriAians j thcjt 
would ;v^tigue,: difempower,^ render theiu 
ufeld^i.and wortblefs. Is Perfecution then 4^ 
PJflw^ We are to pray not that God would^ 
bmtvthat he would not ipeed the Plpw ; that 
}]^ would unhariiers it;, and preyent iffi: mak- 
ing one Fuorpw upon the Backs of the Righ- 

And 'tis unavoidably obfervable how Per- 
fecutors have failed of their own, and brought 
abou( the Etefigps of God ; their Intent has 
been to torture good Men ; to render them 
like fo much fallow Ground: But God has 
intended^ and accompliihed too, quite a dif- 
fcent rf^ing. The two beft Purpofc8 of the 
Plqwrare to root up and kill Weeds, and pre- 
p^e t^ Earth for the Reception of the Seed : 
Now »Gpd hatps to fee Weeds, and 'tis Fruit 
hp loyes to find in his Church : but without 
ibmej(haking and turning up, it would be 
quite. overrTuny all befpread with Weeds, or 
lie like;a mecif Heath, aDefert; but behdd! 
Perfecutioni 16 UJ^e a Plow in the beft Senfe i 
(No Tb^ks^ indeed to Perfecutors for that) 
it has Uiraup [ajKl deftroyed a thoufand 
choaky;.W ^^ ^ ftirred up, fhook 

into Mould this facred Ground the Church, 
at which Seafons God has thrown in the 
proper Seed, like new-plowed Land it has 
C 2 kindly 
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kindly received it ^ the Growth bjts ;b^9f)ufixp 
and eaiy^ and the Harveft has be«|i FkbcAioi 
glorious, •...-.I .m:; 

Thus the Defert has been (urntd ial^^jt 
fruitful Field ; the Wilderness and thf n^UMjf 
Fls^ce has been glad, rejoiced and Uo(|bciM(^ 
as the Roie ^, the little Hills liavef.r^itsj 
on every lide, the Valleys have laughq^i taflf} 
fung, 'ivii/r? 

Well ! the Wifli and Intent of thbfe. c^M^c 
Head of prefeot RebeUions^ is (o fdow,.j.0 
wound, diflrefs, and wear out the piou^ ,]^wf 
of this Nation ; let our Prayer then ri^n-th^i-t 
'' O JLord difpeed their Plow V" And coa^ 
let us pluck up a Heart, and fear thecn^ppd 
Let us be of good Courage, and Go4 itMl 
ftrengthen our Hearts "f. 'Tis ip be |kpp(M| 
we are a real Church of God ; but whcDi^;^)! 
the expected, the demanded Fruit? Are ,199 
not a kind of a barren Land ? WeU, jthis 
very Shaking and Commotion may bq ]^ 
that of the Plow to weed, and fru<fH^ jn^ 
God may be about to prepare us for Sf^f^i 
with which he intends to fow us^ and ^ S^edr 
time may be previous to a Crop anon, Cop^ 
let us hope God is facing concerning Us 
Church, ** Deftroy it not, for a Blcfling ^ 
" in it %. Come, Sir?, God may ftilt; be 
meaning us well: Indead of devoting us ^to 

• -^i, XXXV. I. P/ni.\xv. 12. + P/a/.%xv\i. 14. 

I //?. Ixv. 8. 
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perpeteal ^Birtierincfs; he may be "ab«Sit- to 
imnujpt- os^'fi^' future' imcnded Sfervitti; 
and tho' year after year he may have cbmt 
ieekittg Ekiit, #hd finding notie $ andtiiight 
ittdei*i^ te diftiekrten'd from any fohird At- 
tottipi' t^ith ds, and like fo modi JLurtibd: 
€dl ttd dowri, let ms Ml hope' he ^ill'ijpait 
us^this Yesr affo |j. And O ! for at fJlfertteoift 
Harveft, to reward his fparing Pains ! :V ' 

2i/^; We%6Yo jMray^ would^'<&n- 

fbund theM^ and ^^n them back ; that te 
WotiM^xASeitt their Expedbnces, by dii&cceed* 
ing tbeir Schemes, tnrow them into CdBfii'* 
fioA, th&t, like a routed Army, ihcapal^ of 
raUjringftdytoore, they caay haTe ndtning to 
betake themfelyes to for Secwity biit F1i|ht^ 
in diQit^ -that Shame, irrilead of Stitce!^, 
may'^^hc iRewatd of all thdir impioufe^EiiS- 
dcavobrs. '" -■■ ; "'■'" '-'-^ 

Itma^/' be Objefted here. And is this thfe 
Spirit' of Chiifliianicy, which thfough thfe 
Net^^Teftinient, efpccially, breathes the Doo- 
trhi^ df forgiving Injuries^ ^ Is thiis to ♦ love 
yout' Eiiemicsf? to blefi ihem thiat curfe you ? 
to do-godd ft) them that hate you ? arid priiy 
for them that defpitefiilly ufeand even perfc- 
cutcyott) . : ' 

To whidh the foUowii^ may be one, tho* 
not the only Aflfwer that might be gtvefr, 

namely, 
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namelj,' That the People we are cn}Qioje4i|^ 
love, blefs, do good to, ,and psay £qi^j^ 
principally and generallv our pqrtohajl.^E^^ 
mies and Abufers ; buttne ^emiesji t^c^«|[^ 
jurers of the Church in general,, are h^rtflgft 
to be. prayed againft : Not tbs^t we^ ^^?9fim 
pray God to damn them, or ^bfplutciy ii^ 
Atoy themi we are nc^ to huutibr them 
Lives, to thiift for their Biood ). liii^t y^i^^ 
they are huntmg and thirfting/ for Quir(s^\ \^gj 
may implore God todiiappoint them of abeir 
Drink and their Prey ; and this is but; t^ 
fame Senfe of that Expreilion, * " TbcL^g^ 
" confound them/' ;- .'^.^^ 

3^, We are to pray that this Cojffi^q^ 
may be fuddcn and fpeedy. The ferth«r^jdic«)r 
proceed, the more mifchievous^ Gcd :vuo^ 
indeed fuffer Danger to urge iar an4.|i^^j[ 
but' 'tis generally with this View, that Dflj^ 
v^ancemay appear great and glorioup. ^ oivi 

'Tis upon Dangers .Mount, as upon-jjiia.^ 
of Smai, that God dcfcends, v^hile the Pcopjij^ 
ftand trembling round it, and know. he. i#j 
there. Nay fomctimes a great deal of Bloodb 
is fpilt in the Defence of a good Cauie y zn^ 
vvhen at laft it is refcucd, and from; the ycryi 
opening Jaws of Ruin too, 'tis all done per- ^ 
haps by the moft apparently improba^lei 
Means.--0 Britain! tkoWcQ, thy Dangers",- 
recollect: thy Salvations 1 

Well! Perfecutors^ are compared in this 

Pfalm to the Grafs, and that not of the com- 

2 men 
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mon fort neither. Now there is fo near a 
Reienitlahce' ih'thc Life, the Growth, the 
Bariitfen 6f the Grafs and thofe of Man, 
that" the feme Things may be aflertcd of 
thctn both ; * all Flefli therefore, or human 
^ttftt, IS Grafs. Now a Pcrfecutor is all De- 
vta^n^ from human Nature, and won't fo 
xdreft l)ear Comparifon with the fame thing ; 
he is therefore moft aptly compared to the 
Graft on the Houfe-top ; of which obfcryc 
the following Things/ 

i^, Such Grafs will come to no Pccfeaion, 
'Tis not of half the Abidance of the Grafs of 
tiiie tlcW, which itfelf rifes but for a Sum- 
mer, flouri(hes but for a Spring : Now when 
itTceihs Spring and Summer with Perfccutors, 
virc may pray that their Spring may be fhort 
and fevtre ; their Summer faint and dying. 
Biit jGrafi upon the Houfe-top won't ftand a 
Suniifaef , or even a Spring thro'; it has not 
proper Depth of Earth for Foundation ; has 
riij'wherc .to ftrike its Root ; Shower and Sun 
are' too much and ftrong for it, and the Want 
of cither is prefently ruinous. Such in fome 
Scnfesr is, and in every Senfe we fhould pray 
Perfecution may be. There is no Soil for it 
through the whole Creation of God j if rear- 
ed it be, it miift be like a Crop that is forced 
by unnatural Heats ; and yet forced as it is, 

♦ I/a. Jd. 6. 
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it is but a Weed when reared. However^ 
rife, fpread, fiourifh a while it may; but 
Aire the Tears of good Men are not reierved 
for nothing ; (for God has a Bottle for every 
Tear) Tears then, that thro' fb many Ages 
have been ftreaming, fhowering from Pirote- 
Aant Ey^, and are ftill in RdTerve, vnil be 
ilreamed, fhower'd back again over all the 
fifing Crop of Perfecation, and all will be a 
Deluge of divine Vengeance. But tho' the 
Grafs of the Meadow ripen into a Crop, that 
upon the Houfe-top comes to no fuch Matu*« 
rity. Like fuch Grafs be every Pd'fecutor 
upon Earth ; may they be nipt as they rtft^ 
be blai^ed befbre they ripen into Harveft. 

2dfy^ Such Grafs is of no manner of Ser- 
vice ; it has neither Heart nor Tafte ; it dies 
unmown, and is not worth gathering home ; 
juft fuch a Crop are Perfccutors j they are of 
no Service to God or Man ^ they are in them« 
fclves capable of anfwering no good parpofe 
any way. Ferfecution is a very Infernal $ its 
chief Seat is Rome ; from thence, like the 
Saviour from Heaven, it pretends to wander 
to feek and fave ; but in fadt, like Satan from 
Hell, it rages to and fro', a mere Furyfeek- 
ing whom it may devour. The Tongue it 
may have gained to the Popifli Party, but 
the Heart (the prime Significance in Religion) 
it never did, it never could gain. Racks and 
Piles may afFiightcn Men into feigned Con- 

feffions. 
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feffions, but they can nevpr changfc ouf 
Sentiments. So that Perfecution never did 
any thing better even for the Church of 
Rame^ than throng and people it with Hy- 
pocrites. ... 

^dly\ Such Grafs is none of the Concern 
of Providence ; 'tis a Produdion of Chance 
and. Irregularity. Such is. Periecution ; it 
is no Crop that Mearen has fown : Its 
Soil, if it has any, is mgnftrous Im- 
piety, and that is no Soil of Heaven's pre-^ 
paring^; in its Root, in its Spire, it is no- 
thing that Heaven produced, nothing that 
Heaven' will cherifti : If it thrive, flou- 
rifti, ripen intoHarveft, it is with no In- 
fluences from Heaven, but Hell ; it is no 
Plahtadon, no Produdtion of God*s, and as it 
is none -of his Work, it can never be pro- 
nounc*d-good. In fhort, neither in Seed, nor 
Produce has it any thing divine in it, but it 
is a mere Tare of the Enemy*s fowing*, and 
if permitted to grow with good Men, till the 
general Harveft, the Diftiniflion then will be 
all Perfpicuity, the Tares will be bundled for 
the Fire, and the Wheat gathered home to 
the Barn. 



* Matt, xiii. 254 
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CONCLUSION. 

Wc learn from the Whole, how to.t^cltfive 
upon this very critical Occaiion. In the 

Firfl Place, then, let us guard againft 
fiding with the Friends or Abettors of tbb 
Rebellion. Muft not we pray for . the 
young Pretender and his Forces ? mucli Icfe 
muft we fight for them. Muft. we pny 
againft them ? why, if called to it, let us 
fight againft them too. Yes, thou, iefi as 
well as greatejl of Princes, George ! %y our 
free Choice^ and the Grace ofGod^ oxxTrig^^ 
Jul Sovereign and Faith" s Defender I in Haiid 
and Heart we are all at thy Service. Nay, 
let us beware of popifti Emiflaries, wno 
upon this Occafion are bufy in their At- 
tempts to profelyte us : And to this Pur- 
pofe, let us examine our own and the Prin- 
ciples of that Church ; compare them with 
one another, and the Comparifon will de-^ 
tcrmine in our Favour. Proteftant Princi- 
ples will bear open Day-light; the more 
they are known, the better they are loved ; 
but thofe of Popery are obliged to the 
Darknefs, in which they are wrapt up, that 

they 
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they are no more detefted. Nay, there is 
fuch a Thing as iiding with our prefent 
Bnemies, without a prefent Change of our 
Principles; our Notions of Liberty and 
Doctrines of Religion, we are told, may be 
retained, and yet we may innocently join 
our invader : He comes fmiling, fawning, 
whtedliiig, jufl like the Nation that ient 
him ; but let him and that Nation know, 
we can diftinguifh the Flatterer from the 
Friend, and can as heartily defpife their 
feigned Carefles, as we deteft their real Prin- 
ciples. 

No, Sirs! pretend what he will, t\A%mock 
Prince brings his Tenets of Religion from 
Rmey and his Tafte for Government firom 
France : He comes with a Ptttence to lead 
us into a Field larger, and gayer with Flow- 
ers of Liberty than ever $ but, Britons^ ven- 
tui^ ik>t one Step into it, for fear of the 
Snake in the Gra^. 

^dfy^ We need not tremble for the Event 
of this Invadon 5 the Straggle may poflibly 
be ftrong and dreadful, but ftill tlie End 
we may hope will be bleft, and glorious. 
That L^alty for his Majefty, that Zeal for 
our Liberties, that breathe thro' the Nation, 
(hew it is alive, and vigorous ; and the 
Thoufands that are gathering and pouring 
D2 againft 
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flgainft the Northern Rebels^ .arc furc no had 
Omen ; and efpecially, when at the iame 
Inftant fo much of the Nation is breal^iiig 
itfelf forth in Prayer ; and from tlic aUer- 
nate Prevalence of the two Armies, at^focd* 
ing as Mofes lifted or dropt his Hands *^ we 
learn, that Succefs is like a Machine .^t is 
fet, and kept a-going by the Br^att^ of 
Prayer. 

^dly^ We learn how to form our Prayers 
upon this Crifis ; and let them rii^ io.lhis 
Manner. 

" O ! thou all-powerful God of Hofts! 
<^ thou all'i-gracious God of Britain I jLock 
^^ down upon our Land with a favoiu^lc 
*^ Eye, and interpofe in its Behalf thy fa- 
^^ vourable Arm ! May the venturous pma'^ 
^^ der in Scotland be dif-fped in all his Ax^ 
*' tempts againft our rightful King, our va- 
** lued Liberty, our divine Religion! May 
^* Difcord confound his Inftrudors, and In* 
^^ fatuation urge him into a Snare ! Such as 
" have promifed to join him, may their 
^^ Hearts fail them, and his Hopes be di(^ 
^* appointed ! Should France endeavour to 
** tranfport their Troops to his Affiftancc,, 
** may the Britijh Fleets, or the Winds of 

• Exod. xvii. 11. 

" Heaven, 
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" Heaveo^ dcvofe thpm to the Ruin of 
•* Spaitis ifpvincible Armament f May the 
** High-L^nders that have lifted under 
hkn, (dclucj^ witji Hopes- ^ ohanging 
their Prince to Adyanta^) fpe thro' tlw 
*' French Flattery of his Promifes to the 
**. helUp^ Meaning of his Heart.; be ftruck 
** with a Conviftion of the Badnefs of his 
** Caufe ; from the Snare where they muft 
" foon be entangled, e(cape e*er it be too 
" late, to their native Mountains, and leave 
*^ the Deluder to accomplifh his Scheme a- 
^' lone, or efcape as he can to his native 
^^ Country too ! But if Engagements there 
^' muft be, may the Rebels fall or fly in the 
** Day of Battle ! And if its utmoft Strength 
** muft^ be exerted, and the Blow be fo vio- 
** lent, as to (hake the whole Nation that 
deals it, when once it is dealt, may Bri-- 
tijk Liberty, the Proteftant Religion, and 
the Tiirbne of his prefent Majefty, fix 
** firmer than before, and fix for ever ! 
And may the prefent audacious Attempt 
be fo efFedlually crufhed, as to en- 
tail eternal Difgrace upon the Pretender 
that made it, and the Nation that favoured 
him ; and be eflfe(3:ually fecurative againft 
any fuch Attempt for the future ! Be they 
*^ foreign or native then, the Troops that 
•* are marching, or intended againft a popifh 
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<c 
ic 
cc 



(€ 



i€ 



€t 



Prefendtr, with all the Volunteers that are 
gathering in Defiance of the common 
Enemy, the Biefling of the Lord be upon 
them s we Uefi xStm in the Name of 
the Lord/' Ambn. 
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A H Y M N. 

jyTTHAT will not Rome and Hell pretendt 
^y (Still each to each a mutual Friend) 
Dijpute thy Throne^ great George ! tbeydare^ 
Tbo' Hcav'n and VtttAomJix'd Tbee tbere. 

And what Rebellion I fires tby Brain ? 
^hy Hopes are Dreams^ tby Dreams are vain : 
Britain, thou Frmch-deluded Tool, 
Has Sons to fight ^ and Laws to rule. 

01 madly^.yenturous Youtb; beware! 
Heaven has an 'Ear for Britiih Prayer j 
Andjpight of BmediBs firms Rome, 
From Britifh Arm expeB thy Doom. 

Be loyal^ every Britifli Breafil 
His T^roops fucceed ! and Geor^ be bleft! 
TV// France her jpeedlefs Aims deplore^ 
./&^ Chevaliers pretend no more. 



FINIS. 
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